
Welcome students and families to the 2019-2020 school year! My name is Carrie Lyons Lao and I am the
Visual Arts, Ceramics, and Digital Art Teacher. . In this Digital Art class, each student will be daily using a 
MacBook Pro in class and the Adobe Creative Cloud software package. The focus for the semester will 
be broken into 2 parts. The First quarter we will focus on Adobe Illustrator and the Second quarter will be 
dedicated to Adobe Photoshop. Students will be learning a whole new set of vocabulary and under-
standing of the processes and functions of these two softwares. Then, they will apply this knowledge
and create digital Art in the process. Students are encouraged to explore, create, express themselves 
freely, and remain true to the objectives of each project. All projects are based around the California 
State Visual Arts Standards and Common Core. Each activity and project will involve critical thinking and 
an element of trial and error. Critical thinking, communication among peers, and writing are all vital 
assets in my classroom.

We will be exploring Digital Art history, how it has evolved through the last 3 decades. Students will learn
and practice discussing artworks created by students, along with famous images and influential graphic
artists. Students will also practice articulating observations and thoughts through guided instruction
and practice in writing.

Grading for this class is not determined by talent. I firmly believe all students can be successful by prac-
tice and exposure to an array of art experiences. Therefore, effort, participation, and daily citizenship
are expected from all students in my class. 

Grading is based on:
1. Quality and effort of each art project. The lesson objectives are met.
2. Exercises, Artwork, and Assignments completed on-time.
3. Citizenship - Behavior and team player. The Art studio facilitates Digital Art, Fine Art, and Ceramics
daily. It filters around 200 students a day. In order for the studio run smoothly, machines to stay in working
condition, and most importantly maintaining a safe environment, positive student behavior is a
must. Students will learn the procedures and processes of the studio while we are in Computer Lab
Mode.

Grading Breakdown-
33% Art Projects
34% Citizenship
33% Practice Exercises/Vocabulary Development
 
Materials for the Class-
Headphones/Earbuds - Students will use headphones daily in class to listen to the video tutorials for
each exercise and project. Students must bring these DAILY to class.
USB Flash Drive - 8GB minimum. Students are encourage to store their work on their flash drive as well as
in the designated drive the school provides.
Mouse - Wire or wireless mouse is needed in class daily.

DigitaL Art Donation - Each student will get to take home all Artwork at the end of the semester in a 
digital portfolio. (Be ready to be impressed!) Since this class heavily based on maintence of the laptops 
and our on-going subscription to the Adobe Creative Cloud ($2,400 a year), Price requests a minimum 
$15 donation. 

We do not have a large scale or high end color printer at this point, so all
images will remain digital until we can raise enough to purchase one.
*Students and families, PLEASE let me know in private, or by email or phone call, if this fee is not afford-
able. I will completely understand with no questions asked. I do not want anyone to feel pressure or that 
they can’t take this wonderful Media course if tight finances is the reason. We can make it work.
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