
Welcome students and families to the 2018-2019 school year! My name is Carrie Lyons Lao and I am the 
Visual Arts, Ceramics, and Digital Arts Teacher. I am looking forward to teaching the huge scope of ART, 
and more excited to witness the learning and ART process of each and every student.

In this Fine Arts class, each student will be have several hands-on Art projects. Students are encouraged 
to explore, create, express themselves freely, and remain true to the objectives of each project. All 
projects are based around the California State Visual Arts Standards and Common Core. Each activity 
and project will involve choice, critical thinking, and an element of trial and error. Problem solving, com-
munication among peers, technology, and writing are all vital assets in my classroom. We will be explor-
ing Art history and a variety of Art media as the students will become very familiar with the Elements of 
Art and Principles of Design. 

Areas of focus include drawing, painting, collage, pen and ink, design, sculpture, print-making, and I 
integrate technology as much as possible. Students will learn and practice discussing artworks created 
by students, along with famous masterpieces and influential artists. Students will also practice articulating 
observations and thoughts through guided instruction and practice in writing at least once a week.

Grading for this class is not determined by talent. I firmly believe all students can be successful by prac-
tice and exposure to an array of art experiences. Therefore, effort, participation, and daily citizenship 
are expected from all students in my class. Grading is based on:

1. Quality and effort of each art project. The lesson objectives are met.
2. Artwork and assignments completed on-time.
3. Citizenship - Behavior, Participation, and team player. Art projects involve a tremendous amount of 
set-up and clean-up. Students will learn that each project is unique and has a special set up and clean 
up process.

I will show all these steps at the beginning of each project, and usually review them daily. Many times, 
students will be assigned certain tasks or possibly asked to divide up the tasks by table. It is crucial each 
student does their part in setting up and more importantly cleaning up after themselves and having a 
helpful spirit for one another. This allows the studio to stay organized and clean so that all 200 students 
who use the space can do so comfortably, safely, and get to their next class on time.

4. Quizzes on concepts, vocabulary, and Art History.
5. Art Sketchbook.

Grade Breakdown-
33% ART PROJECTS
34% CITIZENSHIP
33% SKETCHBOOK- Writing/Sketching Activities, Critiques & Quizzes

Materials for the class - Art

ART DONATION -  Since this class is based around Art materials, we request that each student contribute 
at least $25. Cash or check-Ida Price Middle School, accepted. Sketchbooks will be provided for your 
student.  Students are expected to bring a pencil and eraser daily to class. Each student will get to take 
home all Artwork at the end of the semester in a portfolio. (Be ready to be impressed!)

*Students and families, PLEASE let me know in private, or by email or phone call, if this fee is not afford-
able. I will completely understand with no questions asked. I do not want anyone to feel pressure or that 
they can’t take this wonderful Art course if tight finances is the reason. We can make it work.
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