
For questions 12-14

Read this passage and answer the question(s) below.

In college I had a friend, John, who was never on time. If we were supposed to meet at the movies, I always had

to prepare myself for the fact that he might be late and cause us to miss the beginning of the film. If I invited him

over for dinner, he'd arrive long after the meal got cold. It didn't matter if he were coming from work or home,

if he took the bus or walked. Either way, he'd be late, and his habitual tardiness was starting to get on my nerves.

In response, I developed what I called the "fifteen minute rule." Since I knew John would be late, no

matter how much time he had to prepare, I decided to propose a meeting time that was fifteen min-

utes before the actual time I wanted him to show up. If I wanted to meet at a restaurant at 7pm, for

instance, I'd ask him to come by at 6:45pm. The extra fifteen minutes, I figured, would give him the

time he needed. I was correct: when I showed up at 7pm, he was there! I was very pleased with myself,

and I kept my plan a secret, of course. If John knew when I really wanted to meet him, he'd just be late as usual.

After a few months, I decided it was time to confess. I told John about my plan. " It worked out

really well," I concluded. " Now I never have to wait for you."

John looked puzzled-and a little upset.

" What's wrong?" I asked, confused.

" Mike, I can't believe this. I'm the one who always has to wait. You've been telling me to meet
you at a certain time, and then you don't show up for another fifteen minutes! You're the one who's never on

time!" He stormed out, fuming.

Little did I know that John had been trying to fix his bad habits on his own. All this time, he had

been waiting fifteen minutes for me. Now I was the late one.

12) John says, "l can't believe this"

because-

(a) he is not a trusting person.

(b) he knows tha! the narrator is a liar.

(c) he is shocked and surprised.

(d) he is pleased with himself.

13) Read the following sentence from the

passage.

He stormed out, fuming.

This sentence suggests that-

(a) John is feeling very angry.

(b) John is walking in a storm.

(c) John is smoking a cigarette.

(d) John is dripping wet.
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14) Read the following sentence from the

passage.

Either way, he'd be late, and his

habitual tardiness was starting to get
on my nerves.

IC o e o owing wor s IS coses In

meaning to the word habitual as used in this

sentence?

(a) continual

(b) local

(c) addictive

(d) timely

For questions 15-18

Read this passage and answer the question(s) below.

Hammond Senior Center
344 Michelet Blvd.

Topeka, Kansas 66606

(785) 555-2243

Welcome to the Hammond Senior Center!

For many retired people, coming to the Hammond Senior Center is like getting a breath of .fresh air.

It's a friendly, welcoming place where you can socialize, exercise, attend interesting and informative lectures,

and receive complimentary health and nutrition counseling. There is also a small lending library on site.

The Hammond Senior Center is named after Jane Hammond, a local resident who was extremely active
in city politics and the arts. An enthusiastic and talented athlete, she volunteered as both a tennis coach and a

yoga teacher. She was always looking for ways to serve the needs of our local community, and never hesitated

to put in extra time and effort when necessary. She was instrumental in securing funds for our neighborhood

public hospital, tirelessly petitioning the city and state governments for their assistance. She was, to quote her

husband, a " gem among gems."

We hope you will enjoy your visit to the Hammond Senior Center. Our hours are Monday-Friday, gam
to 9pm. We are also open on both weekend days from 12 noon to 6pm. Feel free to use the gym and pool,
come to an evening talk, or discuss your health concerns with one of the nurses on staff. We are here to help you!
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15) What did Jane Hammond's husband

mean when he called her "a gem among
gems" ?

(a) that she was very wealthy

(b) that she was a special person

(c) that she liked jewelry

(d) that she was interested •in health

16) Read the following sentence from the

passage.

For many retired people, coming to the
Hammond Senior Center is like getting
a breath of fresh air.

This sentence suggests that retired people

like the center because-

(a) •it has central air conditioning.

(b) it has windows with beautiful views.

(c) it gives them something new to do.

(d) it helps them to stop smoking.

17) Read this sentence from the passage.

She was instrumental in securing funds

for our neighborhood public hospital,

tirelessly petitioning the city and state
governments for their assistance.

a oes e p rase Ins rumen a In

securing funds suggest?

(a) Hammond was a very talented musician.

(b) Hammond gave public performances at
the hospital.

(c) Hammond was crucial in the effort to
raise money.

(d) Hammond helped raise group morale.

18) Read this sentence from the passage.

She was instrumental in securing funds

for our neighborhood public hospital,
tirelessly petitioning the city and state
governments for their assistance.

What does the word tirelessly mean?

(a) with caution

(b) with energy

(c) without wheels

(d) without help
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For questions 19-26O
Read this passage and answer the question(s) below.

The Watch

Jenna walked listlessly along the shore, already sick of her babysitting job. Another endless day watching the

twins at the beach, she thought to herself. The twins, Sherri and Sandi, were eight years old. Just old enough

to rebel against her, but still young enough to burst into tears when they didn't get their way. She adjusted
her big, floppy straw hat, trying to get some relief from the sun's burning rays. She felt as if her skin were on fire.

Suddenly, her eye was arrested by a shiny object. Something was half buried under the sand. Jenna

bent down and picked it up. She gasped. It was a watch-a very fashionable one. In fact, it was just
like the one she and her friend Melanie had seen earlier that day at the mall, but deemed too expen-

Sive to purchase. Now here was one just like it in the palm of her hand. Jenna surreptitiously looked

around her, but there was no one nearby. The twins were at the ice cream stand, getting popsicles. Jenna

put on the watch. It fit perfectly, as if it were made for her. Jenna thought about how envious Melanie would be.

But before she could stop herself, she pictured the person who had lost the watch. How would that
person feel? She should probably just put it in the Lost and Found box at the lifeguard's stand. Jenna tried

to talk herself into keeping it. After all, it was an enormous beach; maybe the person who lost it was just on
vacation. But she couldn't do it. Sighing, she took the watch off and made her way up the beach to meet the

twins. She wanted a popsicle for herself. Maybe she'd get one for the lifeguard, too.O
19) Read the following sentence from the

passage.

She felt as if her skin were on fire.

This is an example of-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

an analogy.

a metaphor.

an apostrophe.

a simile.

20) Read the following sentence from the

passage.

Suddenly, her eye was arrested by a

shiny object.

What does this sentence mean?

(a) The shiny object is süddenly in her eye.

(b) The shiny object is suddenly seen by a

police officer.

(c) She suddenly steps on the shiny object.

(d) She suddenly notices the shiny object.
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21) Read the following sentence from the

passage.

But before she could stop herself, she

pictured the person who had lost the
watch.

IS sentence suggests t at enna-

(a) drew a picture of the person who had
lost the watch.

(b) imagined the person who had lost the
watch.

(c) took a photograph of the person who
had lost the watch.

(d) spoke to the person who had lost the
watch.

22) Which of the following comes closest

in meaning to the word rebel?

(a) return

(b) recant

(c) revolt

(d) relapseO
23) Which of the following comes closest

in meaning to the word surreptitiously?

(a) fiercely

(b) fittingly

(c) furiously

(d) furtively

24) Identify the correct order in which the

events of the story occur.

(a)

(b)

(d)

Jenna gets a popsicle, finds the watch,

walks along the beach, and goes to the

mall.

Jenna goes to the mall, walks along the

s-the-watchv-and-gets--a-

popsicle.

Jenna walks along the beach, goes to

the mall, finds the watch, and gets a

popsicle.

Jenna finds the watch, walks along the

beach, gets a popsicle, and goes to the

mall.

25) Which of the following is most likely
to happen after Jenna gets her popsicle?

(a)

(b)

(d)

26)

(a)

(b)

Jenna will bring the watch to Lost and

Found.

Jenna will go home and show her
parents the watch.

Jenna will borrow a watch from one of

the twins.

Jenna will look for another watch on the

beach.

This passage is written in-

the first person.

the second person.

(c) the third person.

(d) the fourth person.
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