
Background of Kindertransport 

Immediately after the Nazis came to power in Germany in 1933, the persecution of the Jews began. 

Within months, tens of thousands of Jews left Germany. But soon emigration slowed considerably as 

visas became impossible to obtain. The ferocity of pre-war persecution of Jews reached its pinnacle with 

the pogrom of November 9 and 10, 1938, known as "Kristallnacht" (the night of broken glass), when 

German and Austrian Nazis burned and destroyed 267 synagogues, killed 100 people, smashed 7,500 

Jewish stores (all that remained in the Reich) and incarcerated nearly 30,000 in concentration camps.  

Even after this, very few countries were willing to take in Jewish refugees. For this, the world at large 

bears guilt, the U.S. being one of the worst offenders. Until the start of World War II, when borders 

closed, Jews were allowed to leave (though they were not allowed to take out any possessions or money) 

and Jews trapped throughout the Reich struggled to find a country that would let them in.  

In response to the events of November 9 and 10, the British Jewish Refugee Committee appealed to 

members of Parliament and a debate was held in the House of Commons. It was agreed to admit to 

England an unspecified number of children up to age 17. A 50 Pound Sterling bond had to be posted for 

each child "to assure their ultimate resettlement." The children were to travel in sealed trains. The first 

transport left barely one month after Kristallnacht, the last, just two days before war broke out 

(September 3, 1939), which put an end to the program. Approximately 10,000 children made the trip.  

When the children arrived in England, some were taken in by foster families, some went to orphanages 

or group homes, and some worked on farms. They were distributed throughout Great Britain (England, 

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland). Once there, they were at no more risk than the rest of the 

population. This was not inconsiderable since many towns were heavily bombed.  

Mostly, the children were well-treated and grew up to develop close ties to their British hosts. A few 

were mistreated or abused. A number of the older children joined the British or Australian armed forces 

as soon as they reached 18, and joined the fight against the Nazis. Most of the children never saw their 

parents again.  

Of the 10,000, it is believed that 20-25% eventually made their way to the U.S. or Canada. It is from 

these that the Kindertransport Association of North America (KTA) draws its members.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

The Kindertransport Association (KTA) is a not-for-profit organization of child Holocaust survivors 

who were sent, without their parents, out of Austria, Germany, Poland, and Czechoslovakia to Great 

Britain. Members of the KTA include many who ultimately came to live in the United States of America 

or Canada, and their subsequent generations. 

 

Source: http://www.kindertransport.org/history.html 
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