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The Crab Feed is com-

ing up on Feb. 28. For 

those of you who  

haven’t been, it’s a 

great opportunity to 

hang out with other 

Bagby parents, eat your 

Upcoming 

Dates to Re-

member:  
 

Jan. 19  & 20— MLK 

Day and Teacher In-

service— NO 

SCHOOL  

Jan. 30— Last day for 

Future Chef ballots 

Feb. 9 to 11— Toner 

cartridge pickups 

Feb. 28 –Crab Feed 

Mar. 4 — Science-o-

Rama 

Mar. 6 — Father 

Daughter Dance 

PRINCIPAL’S  

MESSAGE 

I hope everyone had a fun 

and restful break.  The Home 

and School Club is ready to 

start of the New Year with 

many activities and programs 

to support and enrich the ed-

ucation of our students at 

Bagby.  Our After School En-

richment program will begin 

its first session of the school 

year on January 14.  Our vol-

unteers have worked hard to 

set up online enrollment and 

our students will enjoy a vari-

ety of classes including cook-

ing, basketball, soccer and 

mad science.  

 

Welcome back and Happy New 

Year!  I hope all of you had a 

restful and satisfying holiday 

break with your children.  The 

Bagby team is recharged and 

ready for a winter/spring of dis-

covery and learning. 

 

Before the holiday I had the 

opportunity to join all of the 

Cambrian School District princi-

pals and Mr. Linh Nguyen, our 

current Assistant Superinten-

dent of Educational Services at 

a workshop on math provided by 

the Silicon Valley Math Initiative 

(SVMI). SVMI is a consortium of 

Bay Area school districts com-

mitted to improving mathemat-

ics instruction and student 

learning. Bagby has a number 

of teachers who have been 

participating in ongoing profes-

sional development with SVMI 

over the past few years.  The 

Initiative is based on high per-

formance expectations, ongo-

ing professional development, 

examination of student work, 

and improved math instruction.  

Our primary speaker was Jo 

Boaler, a professor at Stanford 

(cont;d, Page 2)  

fill of delicious 

crab and dance 

the night away. 

Tickets will go on 

sale soon.  Be on 

the lookout for 

information in 

(cont’d Page 2) 
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 (Principal’s Message, Cont’d.)  

who has done extensive research into mathe-

matics teaching and learning – in particular, 

how different teaching approaches impact stu-

dents’ learning, how to teach mathematics for a 

“growth mindset”, and how equity is promoted 

in mathematics classrooms.  As someone who 

values math and understands its critical im-

portance in developing 21st century skills I ap-

preciated the opportunity to hear from Dr. Boal-

er in person and to learn from her vast body of 

research and experience in the teaching of 

mathematics. I was also heartened to find align-

ment between her recommendations and the 

teaching practice I have seen so far in Cambrian 

School District. 

 

Dr. Boaler introduced us to a website that she 

developed (with the help of other math and edu-

cation professionals) that provides useful tips 

and background information for parents and 

teachers – www.youcubed.org. I want to share 

this resource with the rest of you who, like me, 

are interested in mathematics. It includes 

games and ideas that are fun and interesting 

and you can use at home to build math reason-

ing, as well as helpful background information 

about how the field of teaching mathematics is 

changing. I encourage you to  check it out and 

build a little math play into your day! There is 

also a video introduction to the Common Core 

math standards and what they will accomplish 

for students. I found the videos helpful and 

worth watching. I hope you will too.  

 

At Bagby we hope to build future mathemati-

cians of all our students. One thing I deeply ap-

preciate about Dr. Boaler’s research and ap-

proach is the deep conviction that all students 

have the capacity to learn and enjoy math. It is 

up to us as adults to make sure that happens.  

 

I also recently attended our district PBIS 

(Positive Behavior Intervention and Support) 

Leadership Team meeting along with our School 

Psychologist, Rebecca Kim, and teacher Lindsay 

Bacon.  It was great to share ideas like Bagby 

Bravos and to hear what other schools are doing 

to teach and recognize positive behavior.   

 

 

Starting last Wednesday, Bagby’s recess and 

lunchtime got a lot more colorful!   After much 

planning and organizing, we put new balls and 

jump ropes out for primary and upper grade use 

at recess. Purple balls are for primary students 

(1st and 2nd graders).  Orange balls are for 3rd-

5th graders.  Thanks to Susan Middleton for all 

her work in getting the new equipment ready for 

use!  Our student group, Expect Respect help-

ers, led by teacher Melissa Hammond, is going 

to inventory the equipment at the end of 

each week and then announce the results 

each Monday morning.  We appreciate this 

student leadership and know it will help stu-

dents celebrate being responsible for the 

new equipment. 

 

Our fencing project is coming along after 

some rain delays in December!  Thank you 

for your patience as we deal with the minor 

inconveniences that come along with con-

struction.  In preparation for having one 

main entry point during the school day, 

Bagby’s office now has a new door that will 

allow access to campus once visitors check 

in at the office.  It’s great to see these pro-

jects progressing at Bagby and across the 

district! 

 

Again, all of us at Bagby wish you and your 

family a Happy New Year! 

 

Allison White, Principal  

  

(President’s Report, cont’d.) 

your Wednesday envelope 

and online.  Speaking of this 

wonderful event… our chairs, 

Danny and Traci Milrad plan 

to step down after this year.  

We are looking for someone 

to step up and take over this 

fun Bagby tradition.  Anyone 

interested could shadow the 

team this year and Danny 

and Traci will be here next 

year to provide support.  We 

know that there is a party 

planner out there somewhere 

ready to take this on!  If you 

are interested or would like 

more information contact me 

jillbrigham@gmail.com or 

Danny at milrad@yahoo.com.  

The Crab Feed committee is 

also looking for people to join 

their crew and volunteer at 

the event.  Please contact 

Danny for volunteer opportu-

nities.  It’s been said the crew 

has more fun than the 

guests!   

  

Every year many of our al-

most 40 committees at 

Bagby become in need of 

new leaders.  Without a chair, 

committees providing much-

loved programs and events 

could cease to exist.  Later in 

the year we will be posting a 

list of open committee chair 

positions.  When that time 

comes please take a look at 

the list and think about get-

ting more involved in our 

great Bagby volunteer com-

munity in 2015! 

 

Jill Brigham 

Home and School Club Presi-

dent 

jillbrigham@gmail.com 

Is Your Child a FUTURE CHEF?  

See Page 3 for our exciting competition 

for 4th and 5th graders!   
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We are excited to announce our 2015 Future Chefs Competition.  

This is a culinary competition for students in 4th and 5th grades (as well 

as middle schoolers of all grades). To enter,  submit a ballot containing a 

recipe for your favorite healthy after-school snack. Finalists will compete 

against two other school districts in a “Cook-Off Grand Finale.” Grand 

prizes include Great America and Santa Cruz Beach Board Walk season 

passes and more!!! Ballots will be available in the school office and ballot 

boxes will be located in the cafeteria. Final ballots need to be submitted 

by January 30. 

Parking in the Kinder Circle at morn-

ing drop-off:  DO NOT leave your car 

unattended in the Kinder Circle as it 

backs up cars coming into the lot to 

drop off their kids. Park on the 

street if you need to walk your child 

to school.  

School Schedule — A “TIME”ly Reminder! 

 Mainstream students— be on time and ready to learn!  

First bell rings at 8:18 a.m.; teaching starts at 8:20 a.m.   

Please refer to the release schedule below as a reminder 

to make sure your child is picked up on time each day:  

 

 Kinder:     M, T, TH, FR 2:05 PM 

   WED  1:00 PM 

 Grades 1, 2, & 3:  M, T, TH, F      2:16 PM 

    WED             1:25 PM 

 Grades 4 & 5:  M, T, TH, F 2:45 PM 

   WED  1:15 PM  

 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISORY 

ISSUES 

 

BEFORE SCHOOL: There is no teacher supervision 

on campus before school starts every day. The play 

structure and ALL balls (especially tennis balls) are 

off limits. We have had many injuries; student safe-

ty is most important.  

 

AFTER SCHOOL: The teachers & office staff are 

unable to provide supervision when children are 

not picked up on time. Please make alternative 

arrangements if you are unable to pick up your 

child on time.  



 

Accelerated Reader (AR) 
AR is a motivational reading program that  encourages children 

to read books at their determined level and then take a com-

prehension quiz on the classroom computer.  

Bagby students grades 1 - 5 participate in the AR program.    

 

Parents can help their child succeed in the AR  program by 

checking to see if a particular book the child is reading is an AR 

book, by going to http://www.arbookfind.com. If it is, please 

note the “quiz number” for that book.  That way,  when the child 

takes a quiz at school, they can just plug in the quiz number  

rather than type the  whole title of the book.   

 

Parents can also sign up for AR's Home Connect, http://www.cambriansd.org/domain/84.  (You will 

need to know your child's Student Log In and Password.) Once you sign up, you will receive an e-

mail letting you know which AR quiz your child took and the points they received.  

 

HELP WANTED!!   AR is looking for two parents who are willing to be co-coordinators for the AR 

program at Bagby next school year.  Time commitment is about six hours per month. AR Coordina-

tors take care of student certificates, prizes, and providing treats for AR Class Achievement parties.    

Ideally the volunteers would be willing to do it for a few years. The position also requires computer 

skills including knowledge of  Microsoft Excel and Word, and a database program.   

 

 If you are interested in serving in this position, please contact Michelle Yamashita at myamashi-

ta@juno.com   She is available to train and provide support next school year. 
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 2015 Crab Feed Season is Now Open!! 

 

We are excited to announce Crab Feed season is officially open!!  The 12th Annual Bagby 

Crab Feed and Auction will be held at the Campbell Community Center on Saturday Febru-

ary 28, 2015.   This annual (adults only) event kicks off with a cocktail reception featuring a 

no-host bar with raffle items and a silent auction featuring sports items, wine tasting, vaca-

tion packages, and many other special items sure to lure you into spending your hard-

earned money. We're pretty sure there will be an item that you cannot live without! The all-you-can-eat dinner features 

fresh Dungeness Crab and delicious pasta all served by amazing Bagby volunteers. End the night by dancing the night 

away as you savor every moment of this amazing event! All proceeds directly benefit the Bagby Home and School Club!  

 

Don't miss out to experience what has been called the best Crab Feed in the South Bay! 

 

Ticket forms will be in your child's Wednesday envelope or you can purchase online via credit card from the Crab Feed 

web page here http://www.cambriansd.org/Page/1621.  Individual tickets are $50 per person or $480 to sponsor a 

table and guarantee you sit next to your eight closest friends.  Sponsored tables receive preferred seating, priority table 

services, and program recognition.  The crab feed sold out in record time last year so make sure to reserve your seat or 

table as soon as you're done reading this article.  For more information or to volunteer to help or make a donation con-

tact Danny Milrad at milrad@yahoo.com.      



The Bagby annual science fair, Science-O-Rama! is Wednesday, March 4.  

 
Students of all grade levels are welcome to participate in this 

important event, taking place in the cafeteria 6:30 to 8 pm.  

Please look in your child’s Wednesday envelope for complete 

information about contributing great student projects!  
***Parent Volunteers Needed:  Wed. ,March 4, 7:50 to 9 

am for student project drop off / setup, and Thurs., March 5,  2 

to 2:50 pm for project pickup. Please contact Alexis O'Neill 

at oneillalexis@yahoo.com if you can help.       Thank you! 

FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE 
 

Your daughter is cordially invited to this year’s Bagby 

Father Daughter Dance. 

 

Please save the date for this fun event — 

        March 6, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.  In the Ida Price Middle 
School cafeteria.  

 

   Look for more information  in the Wednesday envelopes  by 
the end of January. 

 

 We will be in need of help the day of the dance, from 3 p.m. to 
6:45 p.m. for setup at Price cafeteria. Please email us if you are 

interested. 

       Thank you, Mallory Mossuto and Heather Prichard 

mallorymossuto@yahoo.com & blondydawn@sbcglobal.net 

 

Activity Day is coming up on May 1!   
Activity Day is a fun afternoon of workshops for all Bagby students.  We are doing our best to organize 

workshops in science, arts, technology, and sports.  Would you like to lead a workshop?  We are look-
ing for Workshop Leaders.  There will be two workshops, 40 minutes each with a maximum of 20-25 stu-

dents  per workshop.   

Join us and help make Activity Day a fun learning experience for our children! 

 

We are also looking for someone to join the committee and get trained in how to organize Activity Day, 
as Rekha Dolas will not be continuing for next year. 

Contact us! 

Aer Lee at aerlee@gmail.com or call 408.348.8976 

Rekha Dolas at dolas_rekha@yahoo.com, or call at 408.775.5111. 
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Dear Parent/Guardian: 

 

This month in your child’s classroom, we will be reading the book 

When Sophie Gets Angry-Really,  Really Angry by Molly Bang. In 

the book, Sophie becomes very angry one day and releases her 

angry  energy by removing herself from the situation. This story 

helps children understand that anger is one  of many emotions 

that everyone experiences.  

 

In the lesson, the class learned ways to control their response to 

intense emotions like anger. As  directors of their emotions, stu-

dents practiced how to Take 5 and to stop and think about how to  react to intense 

emotions in a way that will keep themselves and others safe.  Identifying,  acknowledging and choosing how to 

react to intense emotions helps youth switch directions and take  control of their behavior.  

 

When you notice signs of escalating feelings, remind your child and others in a calm, neutral voice that they 

have the power. Help them notice and acknowledge their feelings. Empower youth by  allowing them to choose 

a safe and calm response to intense emotions. Some suggestions are:  

 

• Help your child identify and acknowledge how they are feeling with words.  “You are frowning, is that puzzle 

frustrating?  Can I help?”  “You are using a loud, angry voice. Are you mad? Tell  me about it.” 

• Help your child chose safe ways to calm themselves: 

o Do physical activity. Put on music and dance away the anger. 

o Take deep breaths. 

o Count to 10. If still angry, count to 10 again and add deep breaths. 

o Remove yourself from the situation. Take a break in a safe, quiet place. 

o Use art materials such as markers, paint, or other art materials to express feelings. 

o Use toys, stuffed animals or action figures to role play feelings. 

o Put out play dough, pillows or punching bags to pound and twist intense feelings away. 

 

• As a caring adult, notice and acknowledge your own feelings. Role model the techniques you  use to stay 

calm and in control. Share your successful strategies with youth. 

 

• Help youth use I messages to state how they feel. “I feel ______ when you ______.” 

 

• In a calm emotional state, discuss past experiences with out of control feelings.  

o Ask about emotional triggers and what we notice as our emotions start feeling out of  control?  What actions 

and activities help us feel better?  Share ideas for identifying and  acknowledging intense emotions before they 

spin out of control. Celebrate successes. 

o Remind youth of the temporary nature of setbacks and frustration.  

 

Finding safe and constructive ways to deal with powerful emotions is an essential life skill. Thank you for taking 

the time to help your child practice these skills at home. 

 

      Sincerely,  

 

        Julie Migues | Heather Allen  
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Send us your 
news!  

Email editor D. Lohse at 
deb.lohse@gmail.com 

 

BAGBY ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 

1840 Harris Avenue 

San Jose, CA 95124 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR for TONER CARTRIDGE DAYS  

  
Start your stockpiling of used TONER CARTRIDGES!  

The next official collection at Bagby will be  

Feb. 9—11.  Look for more information about two 

weeks before the date.     

Thanks, 

Sarah Anthony  

 

YEARBOOKS can now be purchased 
online at  yearbookforever.com, typing 

in Bagby into the school finder. 

Alternatively, parents can leave a $25 
check made out to the Bagby Home and 

School Club at the office. Please put 
yearbook, child's name, teacher on 

memo line of check.  

Please don't leave your child's room 
number on check.  

Order ahead of time— last year we ran 
out of yearbooks! 


