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Falcon Pride is as easy as ABC 

Act Responsibly * Be Respectful * Care for Others 
 

 

Dear Farnham Families, 

I hope your holiday season is going well. I know this is a busy time of year, 

and I hope that you are remembering to take the time to relax and enjoy the 

joys of the season.  

Last week I had the opportunity to join all of the Cambrian School District 

principals and Mr. Linh Nguyen, our current Assistant Superintendent of 

Educational Services (and former Farnham principal!) at a workshop on 

math provided by the Silicon Valley Math Initiative (SVMI). SVMI is a 

comprehensive effort to improve mathematics instruction and student 

learning. The Initiative is based on high performance expectations, ongoing 

professional development, examining student work, and improved math 

instruction.  

Our primary speaker was Jo Boaler, a professor at Stanford who has done 

extensive research into mathematics teaching and learning – in particular, 

how different teaching approaches impact students’ learning, how to teach 

mathematics for a “growth mindset”, and how equity is promoted in 

mathematics classrooms.  As someone who values math and understands 

its critical importance in developing 21st century skills I appreciated the 

opportunity to hear from Ms. Boaler in person and to learn from her vast 

body of research and experience in the teaching of mathematics. I was also 

heartened to find alignment between her recommendations and the 

teaching practice I have seen so far in Cambrian School District. 

One of the things that Ms. Boaler introduced us, is a website that she 

developed (with the help of other math and education professionals) that 

provides useful tips and background information for parents and teachers  

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 December 2014 

 

Dec12 MOVIE NIGHT,  Frozen 

 

Dec22- NO SCHOOL Christmas  

Jan 2  Break. 

 

Jan 7 H&SC meeting in the 

              Library.  
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www.youcubed.org.  I want to share this resource with the rest of you who, like me, are interested in 

mathematics. It includes games and ideas that are fun and interesting and you can use at home to build math 

reasoning, as well as helpful background information about how the field of teaching mathematics is changing. 

If you have time during the holidays you might want to check it out and build a little math play into your day! 

There is also a video introduction to the Common Core math standards and what they will accomplish for 

students. I find the videos helpful and worth watching and I hope you will too. You can find the link to this 

resource, and other web based tools for learning, on the Cambrian website at www.cambriansd.org/webtools. 

At Farnham we hope to build future mathematicians of all our students, and one thing I deeply appreciate 

about Mrs. Boaler’s research and approach is the deep conviction that all students have the capacity to learn 

and enjoy math. It is up to us as adults to make sure that happens.  

Gratefully counting the joys of the season, 

Jocelyn Garcia-Thome 
Principal, Farnham School    

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Carrie Andrews, Superintendent of Cambrian School District  
 

The past five months, Cambrian School District Governing Board has been engaged in an extensive 

superintendent search.  At the November 20th Board meeting, the Governing Board was pleased to announce 

that after the extensive process and interviewing 6 highly qualified Superintendent Candidates from across 

these state they have unanimously selected Dr. Carrie Andrews as Cambrian School District’s 

Superintendent.  Dr. Andrews has been a member of the Cambrian community the past few years serving in 

the capacity as Acting Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent of Personnel.  Dr. Andrews shared last 

night that she is honored to collaboratively continue the purpose of our work together in supporting learning 

for all students in Cambrian.   

 

 

 

Absence Hotline  

Parents – Please be sure to call the 24 hour attendance line (408-3321 x102) if your child will be 

absent for any reason or late due to a medical appointment.  Please speak slowly and clearly.  

Remember to get a note from the doctor or dentist.  Also, automated calls go out at approximately 

10:45 am as a reminder to you if you have not yet called.  If you have already called in, there is no 

need to call again.  We need time to make all the changes that come in via phone calls and emails 

and we don’t always get to this before the calls go out at 10:45.  We apologize for the 

inconvenience. 
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FARNHAMS LOST AND FOUND 

Our lost and found is over flowing!  If your child is missing a sweat shirt, jacket, lunch box or water 

bottle, please take some time when you are dropping or picking up your child to look through our 

lost and found.  You will find the lost and found outside the cafeteria.   

   

 HUNGRY KIDS! 

Please remember to send a healthy snack to school with your child.  Lately we have had a number of 

students come to the office at recess asking for snacks, because they can not wait till lunch time. 

    

 

SUPER STAR AT FARNHAM!  

 

It is with great pleasure that I recommend Gabriella Garner for Student of the Month. Gabby is a terrific student 

and a good citizen. She is quick to lend a hand to those students who need extra help and is gentle and kind 

in her approach. She can always be found waiting with the students who need a little time, supporting the 

students who need a friend, and quietly talking to those who need some extra kindness. She is an unselfish 

and caring individual and is always respectful of classroom and playground rules. She is well liked by both her 

peers and the adults who work with her.  

Gabby takes her academics very seriously and has grown in both reading/language arts and math since 

entering second grade. Gabby’s writing is neat, creative, and on topic and she has been working hard to 

write more expressive, detailed pieces. Gabby also works hard in math. She stays focused and on task even 

when she comes across a word problem that is giving her a hard time. She is determined and driven and I 

admire her willingness to never give up until she finds the answer.  

Gabby has a wonderful sense of humor and always sees the positive side of things. We can always count on 

Gabby to lift our spirits if we are feeling down.  Gabby has a way of making everyone feel special and 

included. Gabby makes us smile every day.  

She is also quick to participate and is thoughtful and insightful in her comments. Her ability to answer higher 

level questions never ceases to amaze me.  

Gabby works hard to be a good role model and exemplifies every one of our valued Farnham ABC’s. It is for 

these reasons and many others that I am proud to recommend Gabby for Farnham’s Student of the Month. 

Congratulations Gabby and keep up the good work!     



CLOTHING FOR GIRLS   

We are in need of gently used girls clothing.  We could use sizes small (4) up to Small adult.  

Leggings or pants with elastic waist band is best, as well as t-shirts.  Please send to the office.     

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Cambrian Park Little League 2015 Spring Season Sign-Ups! 

                       ****Registration is NOW OPEN****  www.CPLLBaseball.org.   

 

 

OOPS SHELF   Has your child left their homework, lunch or other must have item at home and you 

are sure it is needed that school day?  You are welcome to bring these items to the office and fill 

out a slip and place on the Oops shelf.  We will contact the teacher before recess or lunch to let 

them know the item is in the office.    

 

 

        DOGS NOT ALLOWED ON CAMPUS 

Most of us love dogs and many of us have these fury pets as part of our family!  Let’s remember though, that 

sometimes dogs in any size can be very scary to school age children...  Please remember that dogs are not 

allowed on campus, this includes all school walkways, the parking lot, and the drop off loop.  So please leave 

dogs home when dropping your child at school.  
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ATTENTION PARENTS 

 
If you have moved or there are any changes with a phone number or emergency contact 

information please stop by the office to update your child’s school record.  It is important that we 

have accurate information.   

 

We have had a number of student’s sitting in the front of the school prior to 7:30am!  We do not 

have office staff on the premise and it is not safe to have children here with NO supervision.  

Students should not be on campus prior to 7:40am.        

 

If you have a visitor badge at home, please return it to school via your 

child as soon as possible…….many have disappeared and we are 

running low.   Thank You! 

                                                  

 

 

Winter After School Programs are filling up fast. Please be on the 

look-out for flyers: 

Mad Science is currently underway for K-2nd grade students on Mondays in room #19 from 

2:05-3:05 12/1/14 – 3/9/15 NO CLASS 12/22 & 12/29 

Kids Creative Adventures is also underway for K-5th graders on Fridays in room #8 from 

2:05-3:30 11/7/14 - 1/9/15  NO CLASS 12/26 & 1/2                                                                                              

*Possible third session to be announced  

Say Yes to Chess will be returning for K-5th grade students on Wednesdays in room #1.                  

Next session likely to run Wednesdays 1/14/15 - 3/11/15 from 1:00 – 2:15 

Rec Plus Music IQ will be starting its first Piano / Key Board Program for 4th & 5th grade 

students. It will be offered Thursdays in room #17 from 01/15/15 – 3/12/15 (12 Students Max)                                                                                                     

*Possible 2nd program offered for 1-3rd grade students if room permits 

Play Well Technologies will also be returning on Fridays offering an Engineering 

Fundamentals class for  4th & 5th grade students  from 230 – 330 starting 1/16/15 - 3/13/15  

Please be on the look-out for program flyers that will have exact dates and times in your 

students Thursday Folder. If you any questions, comments or concerns please contact 

Melissa Garner at MissyGarner01@aol.com or 408.592.0625 

mailto:MissyGarner01@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 


