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Falcon Pride is as easy as ABC 

Act Responsibly * Be Respectful * Care for Others 
 

 

Dear Farnham Families, 

As hard as it is (at least for me) to believe, we are at the end of the 2014-2015 school year! 

This is the last newsletter you will get from me this school year, and I want to start by thanking 

each and every one of you for the way you made me feel welcome from my very first moment 

at Farnham. I also want to thank all of you for sharing your amazing children with me. It has 

been a pleasure becoming part of the Farnham community.   

The end of the year is very busy and also a time for reflecting – coming to Farnham School 

is one of the best things that has ever happened to me. From the strength of our amazing 

instructional staff, to the volunteerism and support of the parent community, Farnham is a 

great place for kids to learn!  

I don’t know if it was as clear to you as it was to me, but we weathered a lot of changes 

together this year. It was my first year at Farnham, and a year of growing and learning for 

me, getting to know our strengths and challenges as a school. We had our very first year of 

full implementation of the Common Core State Standards, and made a number of curriculum 

shifts that I hope will help students to be better at 21st century skills.  

I have seen students developing their communication, collaboration, and critical thinking 

skills all through the year. They’ve also had opportunities to express their creativity through 

our Art Vista and music programs, also activities that contribute to the development of 21st 

Century skills. Our third, fourth and fifth graders went through their first year with the new 

standardized assessment that will measure the new skills they are developing. While the 

data will still be tentative this year and the testing system will continue to be refined, we will 

soon have a sense of how well we are doing with the Common Core State standards.  

In my opinion, it’s been a good year, particularly when you consider all the changes we’ve 
undergone, but we have lots of work to do still.  Next year we will continue to focus on fine-
tuning our Common Core implementation, and you will continue to see our work in Guided 
Language Acquisition (GLAD) strategies. GLAD strategies are research-based techniques for 
promoting effective interactions between students and students and teachers and students 
that develop metacognitive use of high-level language and literacy.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 
June 2015  

 

Jun 4 Board Mtg 7:30pm in the 

  Library. 

Jun 5 Talent Show for 2nd & 3rd  

 Grade, 1-2pm. 

Jun 8 Hoops 2:05-3:35pm 

Jun11  Kindergarten promotion 

 8:30-10am Kinder Rms.  5th 

 Grade promotion 10am  

 Cafeteria.  

 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL. 

 11:40AM DISMISSAL. 

Jun18 Board Mtg  7:30pm in the  

  Library.  

 

 The Office Staff wish you  

 a very happy Summer!   

 

 

   

Aug20 Welcome Back, School  

 Resumes!  Board Mtg   

 7:30pm in the  Library. 
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While these strategies benefit all students, they are of particular support to students who speak English as a second language, and we 
have a growing population of students who are learning English as a second language continuing to enrich our community. 

I want to continue communicating with you as much as possible about our school program and the progress we are making with all of our 
youngsters. I will continue to hold Principal’s Coffees throughout the year. Our turnout this year was relatively light, and I want to 
encourage more of you to join me at those next year and to let me know what areas you would like to know more about at Farnham 
School. Help me strengthen these coffees as a resource for parents.  

I would also like to challenge each and every one of you to set some time aside to volunteer for and support our Home and School Club. 
Many of our programs (Art Vista, Garden Adventures, and Project Cornerstone ABC curriculum) happen only through the efforts of 
volunteers, and they are some of our best and most popular programs.  We’ll want you here with us continuing those great activities for 
kids. 

I am often asked about ideas for the summer, and I think that each family chooses what suits them best for summer activities and 
adventures. Some of you are looking for ways to develop academically, and others prefer to engage in more hands-on outdoor activities. 
From my perspective, I encourage you to spend as much time as you can in conversation with one another, asking open-ended questions 
and discussing whatever it is you are doing. Indulge your natural curiosity about the world and share your observations of what you see 
and do. 

Reading is always a great way to keep the brain active in addition to taking a break from the day to day. The Cambrian branch of the San 
Jose Public Library has lots of programs for developing and experienced readers. Do explore books as much as you can. If you enjoy 
math, take the time to discuss math just like other academic subject, in addition to focusing on memorizing facts and operations. Kids 
benefit from the application of math as much as anything (for example, ask them to help with things like figuring out perimeter and 
calculating the amount of materials you need to patch that broken spot in the fence). 

I am sure most of you know that information about class placement won’t be released until early August. All class placements at the 

start of school will be tentative the first several weeks of school while we wait for any enrollment fluctuations that we do have to 

stabilize. If the past is any predictor of the future, Farnham will be a full school and space will be tight. If for some reason you do leave 

Farnham School over the summer, I ask that you do your best to let us know as early as possible. I hate to lose any of you, but it 

helps us immensely if we know who is coming back and who is not so that we can accommodate as many of our new families as 

possible.  

However you choose to spend your summer, whether kicking back, or camping, visiting family and friends, or traveling to other places, 

I hope it is a great summer, and I hope that you will do something restful and rejuvenating. I look forward to seeing everyone in the 

fall. 

Warmly, 

Jocelyn Garcia-Thome 
Principal, Farnham School  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FIFTH GRADE CHARTER FAMILIES  

(Re: Price Middle School for 6th Grade)  
Families of current fifth grade students who live out of our district and who plan on sending their 

children to Price Middle School for sixth grade next year must stop by the Price School office and 
fill out charter paperwork for the 2015-2016 school year.  

Rollover Charter applications can be picked up at the Price Main Office.    
The district charter form is a required part of the registration process for out of district students 

entering middle school and must be in place before the start of school.  Be sure to inform the 
Price office that your fifth grader currently attends Farnham School as an intra-district 

student and bring a current PG&E, water or garbage bill to verify your address.  
For more information, please contact the Price office at (408) 377-2532. 

 

 

 



SUPER STAR AT FARNHAM!  

 

Alexi Ellis is an amazing third grader and is most deserving of this honor! Alexi comes to school each 

day motivated to learn and to do her very best. She is a respectful, engaged listener and an 

enthusiastic, focused worker. She takes the lead and works cooperatively with others, and she is 

always willing to help another student. She is also a wonderful helper to me each morning before 

school. 

Alexi is kind-hearted and well-likes by her classmates and is always honest and considerate with 

others. I appreciate Alexi’s respectful behavior at school, and I can always count on her to be the 

first to follow my directions and be ready to learn. 

 

Alexi has made outstanding progress this year and is performing at or above grade-level in all 

subjects. She consistently completes neat, thorough work and takes pride in the high quality of her 

work. She is a wonderful participant in class and her smile and delightful sense of humor always 

brighten the day! Alexi is a positive role model to other students! Her outstanding behavior and 

amazing work ethic has earned her Farnham’s Student of the Month!! Congratulations Alexi! 

 

STAFF OF THE WEEK PARKING 

 

 

 

 

Each Week our Principal awards a Farnham Staff member with the Staff of the Week award.  This 

person receives a gift card to Starbucks, as well as a week long pass to park in the reserved parking space 

that is marked with the sign you see above.  Each week we have a staff member that deserves to know they 

can park in this assigned spot for the week, so please do not park in this spot anytime during regular school 

hours. 



  

 

 

 
 

FROM THE HEALTH & ATTENDANCE OFFICE….  

 

       STUDENTS  WITH  MEDICATIONS  IN THE OFFICE 

 

If your child has any medication in the office, please pick it up on the last day of school.  Anything 

left over the summer will be discarded.  Please remember, if your child will need medication next 

year, a new authorization must be filled out and signed by you and the physician. 
 
 

 

GATE INFORMATION FOR THE 2015/2016 SCHOOL YEAR.  

We will not be testing 2nd grade students for GATE for the 2015/2016 school year, because state testing no 

longer begins in 2nd grade.  GATE testing will now be conducted during the 3rd grade. We will begin testing 

3rd graders in the winter of 2016. Students will not be identified until 4th grade, based on Smarter Balanced 

results, teacher recommendation, and GATE testing results. You can find out more information about Cambrian 

School District’s Gate Services at http://www.cambriansd.org/gate 

 

LOST AND FOUND ITEMS 

There are many lunch boxes, water bottle containers and clothing items in the lost in found, which is 

located next to the cafeteria.  Please make sure you make time to look for any lost items before the last day 

of school – all items will be donated once school is over for the year.     

 

We have many lost items such as adult sunglasses, key fobs, car chargers, adult reading glasses and a 

Disneyland themed wallet with money inside!  These items are in the office – please stop by if any of these 

items might be yours.      

 

 

 

http://www.cambriansd.org/gate


$UPPORT OUR $TUDENTS 
 

YEAR-LONG FUNDRAISERS 

 

SCRIP – Order GIFT CARDS at face value and use them like cash for 

everyday purchases like food, gas or gifts.  Check out the list of retailers!  

Order forms are located on the Farnham website (Home & School 

Club>Ways To Donate), H&SC bulletin board, and in the school office. 

 

Contact: 

Ron Niles  

(rniles@yahoo.com) &  

Beth Weber-Guarino 

(beth@upsidepartners.com) 

 

eScrip – Register your grocery and debit/credit cards online at 

www.escrip.com and designate FARNHAM ID#137145314 as the group 

you would like to support. 

 Reminder for SAFEWAY shoppers - If you are signed up for eScrip and 

shop at Safeway, please pay using your DEBIT CARD, CASH, CHECK or 

GIFT CARDS.  Farnham does not get any earnings if you use a credit 

card for your purchases. 

 For shopping at AMAZON- Please click on AMAZON SCHOOL REWARDS 

in the left lower hand corner on Farnham's website at 

www.cambriansd.org/farnham.  Clicking this link earns more money 

from Amazon than through eScrip Online Mall.  

 Online Shoppers - If you like to shop online outside of Amazon, consider 

going to ESCRIP ONLINE MALL at https://shopping.escrip.com/.  You pay 

nothing more than for the items you purchase and Farnham earns 

money to help pay school field trips.  You can shop at Ebags, 

Target.com, L.L. Bean, Lands End and so much more.  Check it out! 

Contact: 

Wendy Wang Niles  

(wangniles@yahoo.com) 

 

Amazon School Rewards – Farnham receives up to 10% of every 

purchase when shoppers use our School Rewards link to access Amazon. 

Click on the Amazon School Rewards on the lower left corner of the 

Farnham Website homepage when shopping on Amazon online! 

 

S.H.A.R.E.S. – LUCKY and SAVE MART SUPERMARKETS contribute up to 3% 

of every purchase to Farnham.  Pick up a S.H.A.R.E.S. card from the office 

and use it every time you shop at Lucky or Save Mart.  

 

 

Labels for Education - Submit the Labels for Education in the collection 

boxes in the office.  Please be sure to clip the entire UPC bar code with 

the label to ensure we receive full credit.  For more information, check 

out website: www.labelsforeducation.com  

Contact: 

Jill Roman 

(jillroman@gmail.com) 

 

Box Tops – Submit Box Tops labels in the collection boxes in the office.  For 

more information, check out website: www.boxtops4education.com 

Contact:  

Heidi Zuccaro 

(Zuccaro@comcast.net) 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

 

When shopping at Sports Basement, mention FARNHAM and you get a 10% DISCOUNT off all your 

purchases AND Farnham gets 5% CASH BACK on all purchases you made!  

 

If you shop at Target, sign up for a Target RED Card by calling 1-800-316-6142 or by visiting 

http://www.Target.com/tcoe and entering FARNHAM ID #30077.  Target donates 1% of debit and 

credit RED card sales directly to Farnham Elementary School. 

 

Earn money for our school when you shop at Office Depot.   Mention FARNHAM or use SCHOOL ID 

#70014355 and Office Depot donates 5% to our school! 

http://www.cambriansd.org/farnham
https://shopping.escrip.com/
file:///C:/Users/Theresa's%20Gift%202009/Downloads/www.labelsforeducation.com
file:///C:/Users/Theresa's%20Gift%202009/Downloads/www.boxtops4education.com
http://www.target.com/tcoe


 

 

Labels for Education Success Story:  A special THANK YOU for those that clip and submit 

labels for the Labels for Education program.  With 20,000 points we were able to order 48 

balls for the playground, including Footballs, Basketballs (all sizes), Soccer Balls, Volleyballs, 

and Playground Balls 10".  We also ordered a 24' Parachute for the school to share with all 

the classes, 18 Lemon Twist Ball Hops, 3 Mesh Ball Bags, and 24 Jump Ropes 8'.   

 

 

 

 

Keep clipping and be sure to include the bar code.   

 
 

Thanks again,  

 

Jill Roman 

LFE Coordinator 

eLabelsforEducation.com 

LabelsforEducation.com 

 

 

 


